Summer Reading Assignment
Honors English 9, 2026-27, New Prairie High School
Mrs. Angie Medors, 9H & AP Lang Teacher
angiemedors@npusc.k12.in.us

This summer, you will read a book! Get used to it because we read books in high school
English classes. You may pick any FICTION novel that would be appropriate for a high school
reading level. It should include lots of words very few if any plctures and have at Ieast 125
pages. (Book at g ’ >
Nate, Dork Diaries, Captain UnderQants, etc. 2 This book should be one you have NEVER READ
before! You may find your book at your local library, Amazon, Goodwill, etc.

There are two parts to your summer reading assignment. Read the directions thoroughly and
be sure to keep this copy in a safe place. Also, don’t wait until the last minute to read a book
and complete this assignment. That’s unnecessary stress when we’re giving you 2 months to
complete it! ©

% PART ONE: Fiction Novel Inquiry & Annotation Guide

As you read your chosen novel this summer, keep these questions nearby. You should annotate your text
(post-it notes are great if you will keep the book) or keep a reading journal with these prompts in mind.
Jot down notes that tie into the overall categories; do not respond specifically to these questions.

Upon your return in August, you will be asked to respond to a selection of these questions in a timed,
on-demand writing assessment to establish a baseline of your analytical writing skills. Again, please do
not create written responses or paragraphs before the first day of school, and don’t stress about this list.
You will be given a choice for the in-class writing based on these thought-provoking questions, and this
will be stretched out over the first couple of weeks of school.

*** If you can keep a physical copy of the book and bring it to the first 2 weeks of school, that would be
awesome, but it is not required. ***

I. The World of the Story (Setting & Social Context)

e The Sensory Landscape: If you were physically transported to this setting, what specific sensory
details (sight, sound, smell) would define your experience? How does this environment establish the
overall tone of the novel?

e The Social Fabric: What are the spoken and unspoken rules of this society? Who holds the power
to create these rules, and how do they impact the choices available to the protagonist?



ll. Character Complexity & Ethics

The Mirror Test: Which character’s worldview or experiences do you most closely align with?
Conversely, which character feels most "alien" to you? Explain how the author’s craft creates this
connection or distance.

Moral Judgment: Identify a moment where you found yourself judging a character’s decisions. What
does this moment reveal about the character’s internal conflict versus the external pressures they
face?

The Value Collision: Choose a character who experiences a conflict between two different sets of
values (e.g., loyalty to family vs. loyalty to the law). How does the character navigate this, and what
does their choice reveal about them?

lll. Narrative Craft & Perspective

The Lens of the Story: Whose perspective dominates the narrative? How does the author’s choice
of narrator limit or expand your understanding of the "truth"? Consider what information might be
missing if the story were told by a different character.

Symbolic Resonance: Identify a recurring object, image, or motif. How does the meaning of this
symbol evolve from the beginning of the novel to the end?

Structural Turning Points: Pinpoint the exact moment the protagonist makes a choice they can
never take back. How would the story have changed if this moment had occurred differently?

IV. Critical Evaluation & Extension

Thematic Argument: Based on how the conflict is resolved, what "universal truth" is the author
arguing (e.g., the nature of power, the cost of justice, or the definition of freedom)? Is the author’s
ultimate message optimistic or cynical?

Editorial Choice: If you could alter one pivotal plot point or character decision, what would it be?
Explain how this change would fundamentally shift the theme of the book.

Cinematic Translation: Evaluate the "filmability" of this text. Does the story rely more on internal
monologue or external action? Who would you cast in the lead role to capture the character’s
essential complexity?

The Extended Arc: Based on the established trajectory of the characters and the "facts" of the
ending, predict the logical consequences that would follow the final page.



QL PART TWO: Fiction Novel Creative One-Pager

You will submit this one-pager assignment on the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL in August! Don’t
underestimate the amount of time needed to devote to this project in order to create a high-quality result.
Rather than trying to get it all done the night before, divide the project up and complete it over the last
week or two before it’s due.

e Whatis a “one-pager”?
o A one-pager is when students take what they’ve learned from a novel (fiction) and put the
highlights onto a single piece of paper. The overall visual effect should capture the
dominant mood or feeling of the book.

e What’s included in a one-pager?

o Students may include quotations, ideas, images, analysis, key names and dates, and
more. They may make connections to other texts, culture, or their own lives.

e I’m not an artist, Mrs. Medors, so how am | going to do well on this?

o Students do not have to be artists to succeed on this assignment. Stretch your creative
muscles, but most of all, think about how to express the required elements in
unconventional ways. Use lettering, color, doodling, icons or symbols, and stick figures to
make it visually appealing. This is all to be completed by hand - no computer-printed
submissions will be accepted.

General requirements

e Format: One side of a standard white piece of paper. (templates allowed; can be vertical or
horizontal layout).

e Aesthetics: No blank spaces allowed; the entire page must be colored.

e Medium: No work should be left in pencil; use ink, markers, or colored pencils.

e Identification: Your first and last name must be clearly displayed.

e Labels: Information is clearly marked with required labels.

e Quality writing: Any required writing must be legible and written in complete sentences.

e Brainstorming: Spend at least 30 minutes planning before final execution.

Specific requirements

1. Title & Author: Clearly display the book title and the author's name.

2. Thematic Border: Create a border that reflects symbols, quotes, or key vocabulary from the
book.

3. Thematic Analysis: Choose one theme and write it as a theme statement. Include a short
explanation of how characters were impacted by this theme. (LABEL “THEME”)



4. Figurative Language: Choose 2 examples of figurative language and explain their importance to
that part of the novel. Explanations can be on the back side of the paper. (LABEL WHAT TYPE
OF FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE IS BEING USED.)

5. Imagesl/lllustrations: Include at least 4 images that represent any combination of characters,
conflict, setting, symbolism, or other key parts of the plot. These images should draw the viewer
in, with the text being secondary to the images. (NO LABEL NEEDED)

6. Standout Quotations: Include at least two quotes that stood out to you. Quotes must have an
explanation of their significance. (Why did it stand out to you? What is the impact of this quote?
How did it impact a particular character?) If you do not have room to write your explanation with
the quote, the explanation should be written on the backside of the paper. (LABEL “QUOTE #1”
AND “QUOTE #2)

7. Personal Statement or connection: Include your thoughts on at least one significant personal
connection you have to the book, character, setting, theme, etc. Be specific. (LABEL
“‘“PERSONAL CONNECTION”)

See the following pages for one-pager examples and grading rubrics.



Rubric that will be used for written responses completed during the first two weeks of school:

Category

4 - Exceeds Expectations

3 - Proficient

2 - Developing

1 - Emerging

Claim / Thesis

Creates a sophisticated,
arguable claim that directly
addresses the prompt.

Creates a clear, logical
claim that answers the
prompt.

Claim is present but is
mostly factual or a
restatement of the prompt.

Claim is missing, unclear, or
purely a summary of the
plot.

Evidence

Includes specific,
high-quality evidence
(quotes or paraphrasing)
that perfectly supports the
claim.

Includes relevant evidence
from the text to support the
claim.

Evidence is present but may
be "surface-level" or not fully
connected to the claim.

Minimal or no evidence
provided; relies on vague
generalizations.

Analysis

The "So What?"
Insightfully explains how
the evidence proves the
claim; connects to larger

themes.

Explains the connection
between the evidence and
the claim clearly.

Briefly explains the
evidence, but relies more on
summarizing the plot than
analyzing it.

No analysis provided;
response is strictly a plot
summary.

Voice & Mechanics

Writing is academic, formal,
and flows well. Error-free or
very minor errors.

Writing is clear and mostly
formal. Errors do not
distract the reader.

Writing is informal or
repetitive. Several errors in
grammar or punctuation.

Significant errors make the
response difficult to
understand.

One Pager Grading Rubric (50 Points Total)

Category

Description

Points

Information

References are accurate
and all required
components from the
specific list (Fiction or
Non-Fiction) are included.

10 pts

Analysis

Demonstrates deep
understanding through
insightful examples and
commentaries on theme or
purpose.

10 pts

Graphics

lllustrations are meaningful,
neat, colored, and relate
directly to the text.

10 pts

Overall Appearance

The page is colorful, filled
completely, and shows
significant effort/creativity.

10 pts

Writing Conventions

Proper grammar,
punctuation, and spelling
are used throughout.

10 pts




‘:KILLL? 1 RIAL - CONSEQUERCES = @

Theme: The theme of Hhis sty B
s S Y e IMAGERY 2

g‘mmw fear ond nmwaumFm ‘ f

& BUAS ween i ¥ also ¢/ Quote &1
Z_,’,"wﬁ HRER s amt%*“‘m "lﬁaeno-r {\-hesonn
o cs0on | wos.”

STALKER TRUTH FEAR

[0 SISSRINTN SECRET BLOOD
R S

"Fombq\l (en v 8¢
D7 T'im Green

v L y §ramEAy ) R
B\ P ds Mamazaa L0 TSRO A el ©

7his bk Shows how ny’mv(’ foy, o

T;?y vuw_ 1o.a h w‘ h

: b{ hun :hd HC)’?‘J t op fn
00 deensive Lagrd

g.wm m cl\ame {u\ Hantd. player :‘.:fa i.z’

5,,{-)\ &u" Hhey il dan't peliee rm. Seth |1}

ey is like o ol

307 ona ety 2

THEME. 01 A umg

f wmmmmh\“x \M Sed

“"“ﬁ-‘bmn ood veany simile 7 " Sgrd ghane, ond hewes olle fopine | 4
30— e wmmﬁ“‘md &
Soctball AR NS

o)

50—

The wding rid
.ﬂ\(‘rv‘“

Vou |/ ” '.nim
\ -sul uﬁ stoly ‘“
and \ame -T
(G tne- sih .‘H" o "' " i '°5" !cy

rouv{, w

mvo 9 powerda, vt rar ang
¢ COMmmEOROn Con fuin fe\oko.
n3hip Ond 1803 1o regrer,

= Avhvmn Gnd Fiany olea, | — .
Ohoub ROEN Chngy o é‘:""“ ":o';f“: iy - et A
T 10acd - —
SrOEAIONing Ong ¥ > e
eletece Wkt o nu:uwnmw‘t % [N st } 1
o i H j
R ooy T ) ! - . / i [ A
T e @
+ W oniy | Rad dondner.” i 8 2 (|S
& :':.:::: u-t-v:'*"‘?':""w Viwe a¥ Frogee | —— T — s 2_
+ THIS QUOTE Trows ¥ € ma R 15
Prat g Rl T3 Sreun v seare fas on et f‘w ‘””mf) eb ot ard swnreess | e
ceiamon: -.?’ o oo ,'M oo P, ) l(-l- 9 5(('7 I MJ aof &’n (An 11

«fo ;
-

‘TM Mwwmn-mmnm

" 6 VN Gewiied i 30 Ine @noer ton pnre
e 32053000 benNon. %

e imeneny mawe ceosen fee, me crareeery

'U" M‘«ﬁ S VIS W CONICE YO YRew

mu
w, fm“ 5 V,‘ZT"‘ am we (:sf our
~unm¢ i5 o oy PleCgs M ?17

s 5

Quoe g2~ | |

L e L s R LT P yL)

e . At Cortentrabes AE
L% g ‘ﬂ Con Aeel pae vive o
| S5k il 14 ﬂm—\ ok bt o
SO S £ ey v fe AL Sfma?
Sow vaniae B . ‘ﬁo $HY  aPrante T 3tems ;'..Mnhd
o e -.nw-r- i 550
¥ ::«&. g ""’5‘ “——W_..fo e,,m\m yg“ iSO

SO ve




