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As we begin the month of December, we enter our final push
toward the end of the first semester. We want to thank our
supportive community once again for the continuous dedication
and positive energy that makes New Prairie a truly exceptional
place to learn and grow. We saw our students and families go
above and beyond to give generously during our Fall Food Drive
which will go directly to provide for those in need!

This season, we also want to invite you to experience the vibrant
life of our school. Come cheer on our winter sports teams—your
presence in the stands makes a real difference! Also, don't miss
our performing arts celebrations this month, as our talented
students showcase their hard work.

As this semester concludes and the winter break begins, we wish
all of our families a peaceful, restful, and happy holiday season!

As always, Go Cougars!

Each month, we will be putting together a newsletter to highlight some important information that we would
like to share with our NPHS families. You may always contact the school for more information.

  - Mr. Heinold
NPHS Principal



Cougar PRIDE

New Prairie United School Corporation
has partnered with Indiana Online to
provide virtual courses to New Prairie
students. Student must meet eligibility
requirements. For students and families
exploring virtual learning options, an
informational meeting will be held at
NPHS on Wednesday, December 3rd in
the Cougar Den. The presentation will
begin at 5:30pm. For more information,
you can contact Mrs. Brennan, NPUSC
Online Coordinator.

COUGAR CONNECT

The P.R.I.D.E. values—Preparation, Respect, Integrity,
Determination, and Excellence—are far more than just school
rules. They are the essential building blocks for social and
academic achievement, strong character development, and
future professional success. By consistently teaching these
values and holding students accountable for them daily, we
are directly preparing them for life beyond high school.

Preparation and Determination ensure your student is
developing the skills needed to manage complex college
workloads and meet career deadlines.
Respect cultivates the ability to collaborate effectively in
diverse teams, a necessity in every workplace.
Integrity builds the trust and ethical foundation that
employers, universities, and communities rely upon.
Excellence motivates students to pursue growth and
achieve their full potential in all endeavors.



Our on-site food pantry has officially launched, supporting
students and families in our school community. How it
works:

Submit your food request by Wednesday of each week,
and your items will be ready for Friday pickup.
Stop in before (6:50-7:15am) or after school (until
2:35pm) to pick your own items.
We gladly accept non-perishable food, toiletries, and
even pet food to help meet the full range of student
needs.
All items are donated and provided in good faith. Thank
you for helping us care for one another.

Please consider donating throughout the school year if
you’re able. Every item, big or small, makes a difference.
Together, we can make sure no student goes without. 

NPHS Food Pantry

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind
all of our families about our corporation policy on
snow days versus eLearning days. NPUSC will utilize
the following guidelines for weather cancellation days:
the first weather cancellation day will be made up on
2/9/26. If there is a second cancellation day, it will be
made up on 3/16/26. On cancellation days 3-7, we
will be instructing LIVE through Zoom. Any weather
cancellation days beyond that will be made up in late
May/early June. A daily eLearning schedule is
attached at the end of this newsletter.

Winter Weather

The first semester is coming to an end.
Our Final Exams will be during the
school day on Thursday and Friday,
December 18  and 19th.th

A modified bell schedule is used to
allow for additional time to complete
the assessments. Students will meet
and test in their ODD period classes on
Thursday and EVEN period classes on
Friday. Students are expected to be in
attendance for the entirety of both
days.

Please contact the office and your
student’s teachers immediately if you
know your student will be out for any
portion of these days. If students miss
their final exam, they will be expected to
come in on the Teacher Work Day
(January 5 ) in order to make up their
exams.

th

SEMESTER 1 FINAL EXAMS



College Bound Cougars
Activities in November

We continued this month with our College Bound
Cougars programming, where all students in Grades
9-12 learned about the college process, as well as
other career options so that they will be prepared to
make the best possible decisions for their futures
when they graduate from NPHS.  Topics in November
included:

Grade 9
My Learning Style - Students discovered their
learning preference and created a plan to use it in
the future.

Grade 10
My Success Habits - Students learned that creating
certain habits can set them up for success.

Grade 11
Volunteering & Community Involvement - Students
learned about the importance of giving back to the
community and the ways that volunteering can
enhance resumes and college applications.

For more information about
College Bound Cougars,
contact Tara White, Director
of College & Career
Readiness at
twhite@npusc.k12.in.us.
  

Building Self-Confidence - Students started to think
about areas in their own lives where they might be
lacking self-confidence and started to identify ways
in which to replace self-doubting feelings with more
positive actions.

Grade 12
Beyond the Acceptance Letter - As students began
to receive college acceptance letters, they learned
there are important steps they must take before their
first day on campus.

Employability Skills - Students heard from a local
professional about the skills needed to be successful
in today’s job market, from interviewing tips to best
practices as a new employee.



Contact Information

Phone: (574) 654-7271
            (219) 778-2215

https://www.npusc.k12.in.us/new-
prairie-high-school/

facebook.com/newprairiecougars

Mr. Justin Heinold, Principal
justinheinold@npusc.k12.in.us

Athletics Online Store
The New Prairie High School Athletic
Department has an online store for NP Spirit
Wear. You can access the store here.

12/3 - Cougar Connect Information
Night - 5:30pm CST (Cougar Den)

12/5 - Cap & Gown Ordering
Deadline

12/8 - FLEX Day

12/13 - Frost and Flourish - Visual
and Performing Arts Event

12/15 - NPHS Choir Holiday Concert

12/20-1/4 - Winter Recess

1/5 - Teacher Work Day - No
Students

1/6 - First Student Day of Semester 2

1/15 - Blood Drive

1/19 - MLK Day - No School

1/23 - Two-Hour Delay Schedule

Also, check out npcougars.com for
athletic dates/times, ticket
information, and post-event
summaries.

IMPORTANT
DATES

School Information
In this section, there are a number of key
pieces of information to get the school year
started right. You can view documents using
the links below. Please contact the Main
Office if you have any questions.

Daily Bell Schedule

Military Opt Out Form

Grade 12 Vaccination Reminder

Building Map

Dismissal Procedures/Parking

Volunteer Background Check

NPUSC District Calendar
In mid-July, the School Board adopted an
update to the 2025-2026 School Calendar,
including modifying a select number of Late
Start Friday dates. Clicking on this link will
take you to the updated calendar located
on the NPUSC website.

https://www.npusc.k12.in.us/new-prairie-high-school/
https://www.npusc.k12.in.us/new-prairie-high-school/
https://www.facebook.com/NewPrairieCougars/
https://shop.game-one.com/east/e3/new-prairie
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_atHbX4OnSgTsHfuw4_s5MBn2zmnxHTiWZDz15ir0EU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i_a7la1EDoSMfqEnqJyMUC46W3-vmfQv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yylKi3RDjdiVb_SktosMYBncPSQdFQnp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16b4AHWplfrkPFd6x7M0p455Rpku4GKAf/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yDm2TXO4ZBWGP2uLXxOj27kl3MCMD1cq/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvoJB2mXOtDprgORqvFWNPacTYdhayVOrtI3Pt9_LvZOFxnw/viewform
https://www.npusc.k12.in.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-26-School-Days-Calendar-Bd-Approved-7-21-25.pdf





